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Covid-19 Impact on 5G

5G spectrum auctions have been delayed in several countries, some have
temporary assignments, while New Zealand directly assigned to operators.
Delayed 5G auctions

In Portugal the auction of 700MHz,
900MHz, 1800MHz, 2.1GHz,
2.6GHz and 3.6GHz bands has been
delayed, although Anacom indicates
the operators requested such.
In Austria, the second 5G auction of
700MHz, 2.1GHz and 1.5GHz has
been postponed past April 2020,
however the regulator insisted that
the auction should still take place in
2020, and would not endanger 5G
network rollouts.
Spain has informed its operators
and the EU that the auction of
700MHz is postponed beyond the
EU deadline of 30 June 2020.

Temporary assignment
South Africa has temporarily
assigned all 5 bands (700MHz,
800MHZ, 2.3GHz, 2.6GHz and
3.5GHz) due for auction. This
creates complexities.
TRA Oman has allocated
additional mobile spectrum to the
Sultanate's licensed network
operators on a temporary basis
and at no financial cost.

ComReg of Ireland is moving to
release extra spectrum on a
temporary basis to provide mobile
phone and wireless broadband
providers with additional capacity
to cope with the steep increase in
demand as a result of the COVID19 outbreak.
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Skipped auction process
New Zealand directly
assigned the 3.5GHz
spectrum, offering 40MHz to
Dense Air and 60MHz each
to Spark and 2degrees.
Vodafone NZ already has
access to 5G spectrum.
Prices of the allocations were
not disclosed, but the
reserve price had previously
been set at NZD250,000
($152,279) per each 10MHz
lot.
5G had already been
launched via Vodafone and
Spark in the 2.6GHz band
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5G spectrum auctions have been delayed in several countries, while India&
Poland skipped the auction and some spectrum was temporary assigned.
Delayed 5G auctions
The FCC has confirmed that it has
rescheduled its planned auction of
frequencies in the 3550MHz–
3650MHz (3.5GHz) band as a result
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Mexican IFT has indicated that it
is considering postponing its planned
auction of 5G-suitable spectrum in
the 600MHz band, as a result of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
French telecoms regulator Arcep put
on hold plans to carry out a 5G
spectrum auction due to the
outbreak of COVID-19..

Temporary assignment
The FCC has granted temporary
spectrum access to 33 mobile
internet service providers, to help
them ensure connectivity in rural
communities during the COVID-19
pandemic.
The FCC's Wireless Telecomm.
Bureau granted Special Temporary
Authority to AT&T to use additional
spectrum to serve Puerto Rico and
the US Virgin Islands during the
pandemic.
The DoT in India has directed
companies to submit details of their
requirements to Wireless Planning
Commission, with the aim of being
issued with temporary additional
spectrum.
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Will start process afresh
The Polish regulator UKE
suspended the 5G auction
in the 3.6GHz band due to
COVID-19 in Poland. The
submission of initial bids
was opened on 6 March
but is now paused and a
new date has not been
announced yet. It will not
restart the auction after the
pandemic but look for a
new sale process.
The DoT in India has
skipped the 5G auction
date June 2020 and no
new date has been fixed,
yet.
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COVID-19 has no impact on the 2020 Deutsche Telekom investments in
5G and all promised coverage targets are still valid for 2020 and 2025.
DTSpectrum 5G (2.1 GHz)
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Source: Deutsche Telekom 1.Q results
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