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I. VHCN Coverage and take-up
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I. VHCN Coverage and take-up (1/2)

DESI 2021 ï

Connectivity

Dimension:

Ranking PT (UE-27):

VHCN Coverage: 7th

Take-up (> 100Mbps): 3rd



5

VHCN Coverage (2/2)

In Rural Areas:

2 State-Aid wholesale-only FTTH networks 

(DSTelecom and Fibroglobal)

Fixed Coverage with VHCN in Portugal above 80% in urban areas

FTTH (Altice/MEO and Vodafone) + HFC (NOS and NOWO)

No Regulated access to SMP Fibre/VULA  

but access to SMP ducts & poles at cost oriented prices
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Access to ducts and poles ïScope

1991

2009

2006

2010
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SMP Regulation and Symmetric regime

ÁPhysical infrastructures (ducts and poles) of the historical operator

(MEO/Altice) are very extensive and have a huge capillarity that enables the

VHCN operators to reach their end users (households).

ÁORAC and ORAP are the reference offers of access to MEO/Altice ducts and

poles, regulated by ANACOM since 2006 and 2010, respectively .

ÁThe obligation of access to MEO/Altice ducts and poles was kept in the former

Market 3a/2014 (now Market 1/2020) analysis notified by ANACOM in March

2017. The access (wholesale) is provided at cost oriented prices.

ÁDecree-Law 123/2009 (transposes BCRD) complements the SMP regulation

(e.g., electricity poles, TRC, municipality ducts). Operators mainly use ducts of

MEO/Altice and poles of E-REDES and MEO/Altice to deploy VHCN (2017

Survey).
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II. SMP Regulation
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Reference Offer of Access to SMP

Ducts (ORAC) and Poles (ORAP)

MEO Poles

Visit 

Chamber

Tube
OLO Pole

Entrance point

Building

Legend
Fixing
OLO cable

OLO 

Responsibility

OLO 

Responsibility

Duct 

access

Transition

(underground 

to aerial)

Pole 

Access
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Access to SMP infrastructures & database

ANACOM decisions

2004
Access to Ducts of the concessionaire 

foreseen in the 

Electronic Communications Law

2006
Reference Offer for Duct Access (ORAC)

Entry in operation

2010
Inclusion in BD ORAC of online 

information on duct occupation ï4 

colour levels

2008 SMP operator duct database (BD ORAC) 

in operation 

2017

Following ANACOM market 3A analysis, 

MEO changed ORAC and ORAP (e.g. 

penalties applicable to the operators, drops) 
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Access to SMP infrastructures & database

ANACOM decisions

2018 Draft Decision of 25th May 2018 

regarding changes to RDAO and RPAO

2019
Draft Decision of 27th July 2019 

regarding Drops (RPAO and RDAO)

2019 Publication by MEO of RDAO v8 and 

RPAO v6 - 13th November 2019

2019 Final Decision of 12nd September 

regarding changes to RDAO and RPAO

2022
Notification of Final Decision regarding 

Drops (RPAO and RDAO) - EXPECTED


